Anissa Abi-Dargham, MD

Anissa Abi-Dargham, MD, is Chair of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health, Lourie
Endowed Chair in Psychiatry, SUNY Distinguished Professor, and Associate Dean for
Clinical and Translational Science at Stony Brook University’s Renaissance School of
Medicine.

Dr Abi-Dargham was born in Beirut, Lebanon, where she obtained her medical
degree. She did residency training in Psychiatry at the University of TN in Memphis
followed by two research fellowships, at NIMH then Yale University.

Dr. Abi-Dargham is an expert in the areas of molecular imaging, pharmacology,
schizophrenia and addiction. She is an internationally recognized leader in the use of
molecular imaging of the human brain to study schizophrenia and its comorbidity with
addiction. Her research has resulted in seminal findings describing the complex
alterations of dopamine transmission in schizophrenia and the relationship to clinical
symptoms, cognition and response to treatment. She has recently focused on
modulators of dopamine such as the cholinergic system and the kappa opioid
system, using PET to uncover specific relationships between targets and symptom
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was elected to the National Academy of Medicine in 2016 and served as President of
the American College for Neuropsychopharmacology (ACNP) in 2017. She is a
Special Lecturer at Columbia University in New York, where she spent the last
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